A Bigger and Better Four-engined Plane
Works and was ready to leave for Petrograd from my
home town, my father called me into his room and gave
me his advice and warning.
" My philosophy of life is idealism and optimism,
but in spite of that, as a psychologist, I wish to caution
you that for some reason success, besides calling for
approval and praise, usually creates envy and hatred."
Time and time again I realized the profound wisdom
of his statement of the elderly scientist. I can see now
that aerodynamic drag is much easier to take care of
than other types of parasite resistance which often slow
down progressive work.
The flight demonstrations and tests were continued
successfully during March and April. Being well
acquainted with the plane, we could now fully test its
characteristics. We could stop one, and even two,
motors, send one or two men on the wing and change
the spark plugs on the outboard motor, climb nearly
to the end of the fuselage. It wras also possible to fly
in bad weather. In April the Navy became interested
in the plane and we started to prepare pontoons to test
the ship from water. At the same time, during April,
the second 4k Ilia Mourometz " was completed and trans-
ported to the field. This ship was identical with the
first one except that the engines were more powerful.
These inboard were 140 h.p. and the outboard 125 h.p.
With greater power and slightly cleaner engine instal-
lation, the new ship developed a much better perform-
ance, which was enthusiastically received by the grow-
ing number of friends of the " Ilia Mourometz " type.
The opposition was still keen, however. The curi-
ous fact was that when the basic principles that were
so definitely declared to be incorrect and impossible,
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